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Keller is a regular guy. He goes to the movies, works on his stamp collection. Call him for jury
duty and he serves without complaint. Then every so often he gets a phone call from White
Plains that sends him flying off somewhere to kill a perfect stranger. Keller is a pro and very good
at what he does. But the jobs have started to go wrong. The realization is slow coming yet, when
it arrives, it is irrefutable: Someone out there is trying to hit the hit man. Keller, God help him, has
found his way onto somebody else's hit list.

“During my eight years as editor of Cleveland’s Plain Dealer, I speed-dialed Marburger’s phone
number whenever an access problem loomed. Access with Attitude isn’t quite that, but it’s the
next best thing. It belongs on every bookshelf in Ohio.”—Doug Clifton, former editor, Plain
Dealer“Access with Attitude is a practical and insightful guide for dealing with an issue that vexes
journalists across the state: how to hold governments accountable. Marburger and Idsvoog have
created a useful reference for those forced to play an increasingly costly and time-consuming
game of hide-and-seek with the public’s information.”—David Giles, attorney, The E. W. Scripps
Company“Access with Attitude is not just a road map. It’s more like a GPS, with pinpoint
directions on the best way to get the records you need…and why you should not take ‘no’ for an
answer.”—Jeff Hirsch, WKRC-TV, Cincinnati“Access with Attitude is a long-needed book that
goes a long way toward leveling the playing field between governed and government. This
valuable resource should find a home on the bookshelf—or e-reader—of journalists, public
officials, lawyers who represent government clients and anyone with an interest in
transparency.”—Randy Ludlow, reporter, The Columbus Dispatch“Every Ohioan who cares
about government and the public’s right to know should read this book.”—Brent Larkin“Access
with Attitude is a long-needed book that goes a long way toward leveling the playing field
between governed and government. This valuable resource should find a home on the
bookshelf―or e-reader―of journalists, public officials, lawyers who represent government clients
and anyone with an interest in transparency.”― Randy Ludlow, reporter, The Columbus
Dispatch“Every Ohioan who cares about government and the public’s right to know should read
this book.”― Brent LarkinAbout the AuthorDavid Marburger specializes in First Amendment,
libel, and media law. He received his JD from the University of Pittsburgh and his BS from
Syracuse University. Mr. Marburger drafted and conceived many of the provisions that the Ohio
legislature adopted in Ohio's Public Records Act.Karl Idsvoog is an associate professor of
journalism at Kent State University. He is an award-winning investigative reporter and producer
and conducts training for media development for the U.S. Department of State, IREX, Internews,
the International Center for Journalists, and Radio Free Asia.
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H I TLAWRENCE BLOCKL I S TThis one’s forJUSTIN SCOTTContentsOne Keller, fresh off the
plane from . . .Two The first thing he saw when he . . .Three Keller awoke to the faint
sound . . .Four Room One forty-seven,” he told Dot.Five Keller speared a cube of
cheese . . .Six She was still sleeping when he left . . .Seven At home, he paged through
one . . .Eight Keller got out of the taxi . . .Nine Why a thumb?Ten Well, that’s a first,” he
said.Eleven I don’t know,” he told Dot.Twelve Nothing to it, really.Thirteen His name was
Louis ‘Why Not?’ . . .Fourteen It sounded crazy.Fifteen Keller, chasing the last
forkful . . .Sixteen Three weeks later Keller was . . .Seventeen It’s been a while,”
Maggie . . .Eighteen The airport in Orange County . . .Nineteen I suppose I should be
glad . . .Twenty He was back in New York . . .Twenty-one The previous weekend
Keller . . .Twenty-two The foreman they had selected . . .Twenty-three The hotel was a Days
Inn in Queens, . . .Twenty-four Odd, Keller thought.Twenty-five The old man,” he said.Twenty-
six Keller put his coffee cup down, . . .Twenty-seven “Keller!”Twenty-eight The killer had a
cigarette going . . .Twenty-nine The flight was sold out in coach, . . .Thirty Keller,” she said. “I
swear to God . . .AcknowledgmentsAbout the AuthorPraise for Lawrence BlockCopyrightAbout
the PublisherOneKeller, fresh off the plane from Newark, followed the signs marked Baggage
Claim. He hadn’t checked a bag, he never did, but the airport signage more or less assumed
that everybody checked their luggage, because you got to the exit by heading for the baggage
claim. You couldn’t count on a series of signs that said This is the way to get out of this goddam
place.There was a down escalator after you cleared security, and ten or a dozen men stood
around at the foot of it, some in uniform, most holding hand-lettered signs. Keller found himself
drawn to one man, a droopy guy in khakis and a leather jacket. He was the guy, Keller decided,
and his eyes went to the sign the man was holding.But you couldn’t read the damn thing. Keller
walked closer, squinting at it. Did it say Archibald? Keller couldn’t tell.He turned, and there was
the name he was looking for, on a card held by another man, this one taller and heavier and
wearing a suit and tie. Keller veered away from the man with the illegible sign—what was the
point of a sign that nobody could read?—and walked up to the man with the Archibald sign. “I’m
Mr. Archibald,” he said.“Mr. Richard Archibald?”What possible difference could it make? He
started to nod, then remembered the name Dot had given him. “Nathan Archibald,” he
said.“That’s the ticket,” the man said. “Welcome to Louisville, Mr. Archibald. Carry that for
you?”“Never mind,” Keller said, and held on to his carry-on bag. He followed the man out of the
terminal and across a couple of lanes of traffic to the short-term parking lot.“About the name,” the
man said. “What I figured, anybody can read a name off a card. Some clown’s got to figure, why
take a cab when I can say I’m Archibald and ride for free? I mean, it’s not like they gave me a
picture of you. Nobody here even knows what you look like.”“I don’t come here often,” Keller
said.“Well, it’s a pretty nice town,” the man said, “but that’s beside the point. Which is I want to
make sure I’m driving the right person, so I throw out a first name, and it’s a wrong first name.



‘Richard Archibald?’ Guy says yeah, that’s me, Richard Archibald, right away I know he’s full of
crap.”“Unless that’s his real name.”“Yeah, but what’s the odds of that? Two men fresh off a plane
and they both got the name Archibald?”“Only one.”“How’s that?”“My name’s not really
Archibald,” Keller said, figuring he wasn’t exactly letting state secrets slip by the admission. “So
it’s only one man named Archibald, so how much of a long shot is it?”The man set his jaw. “Guy
claims to be Richard Archibald,” he said, “he’s not my guy. Whether it’s his name or not.”“You’re
right about that.”“But you came up with Nathan, so we’re in business. Case closed. It’s the Toyota
there, the blue one. Get in and we’ll take a run over to long-term parking. Your car’s there, full
tank of gas, registration in the glove box. When you’re done, just put her back in the same spot,
tuck the keys and the claim check in the ashtray. Somebody’ll pick it up.”
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Phil in Magnolia, “Hits the Sweet Spot for Escape Fiction. It is not obvious that an ironic series
about a stamp-collecting hit man would be as enjoyable to read as this series is, but it is.
Lawrence Block is one of those writers whose irreverent writing is unlike any other writer I can
think of.I've enjoyed the Keller series since first discovering it years ago. The stories in Hit List,
the second book of the series, are a good escape from the normal day-to-day tensions of our
current world.The stories can be read in any order, but to me it is most enjoyable to beginning at
the beginning, to follow Keller's 'career' as it progresses. The novels (there are several short
stories as well) are:
  
Hit Man (Keller series book 1)

  
  
    
  
Hit List (Keller series book 2)

  
  
    
  
Hit Parade (Keller series book 3)



  
  
    
  
Hit and Run (Keller series book 4)

  
  
    
  
Hit Me (Keller series book 5)”

Sharon Storm, “Another gem by Block. Lawrence Block is masterful at writing stories with
protagonists who are flawed but approachable enough that you pull for them. Love the give and
take between Keller and Dot. She’s Keller’s employer and surrogate parent all in one. Already
have the next book in this series, so I can read it now!”

Grace R., “A new favorite series for me.. I think I've read all of Block's Matthew Scudder novels.
Then I came across his John Keller series. OMG, how I love these. I like to read books in order
and I just finished Hit List, which is the second in the series. I ordered the next one and can't
wait to begin reading it. The characters are very interesting. There's Keller, and his "handler",
who are both hysterically funny without realizing it. Any scene with the two of them is impossible
to put the book aside  Talk about a great beach read for the summer!”

Desigirl, “Couldn’t put it down!. Imagine rooting for a killer! But that’s exactly what the genius of
Lawrence Block gets us to do! “Hit List” was so absorbing; even funny and at times romantic.
Loved it!”

Gerda H Gordon, “The sheer mastery of the written word that Block commands .... The sheer



mastery of the written word that Block commands will always rate at least four stars, and this
book is no exception. But it was a real struggle finishing this one off and providing a fitting
conclusion.Keller is getting old and, in the uninspired opinion of this ardent fan of Lawrence
Block, monotonous. Time to try something different.”

Tula in LA, “This is a wonderful series! Might be a little dark for some .... This is a wonderful
series! Might be a little dark for some readers, but I don't usually like dark and I love it. If you
haven't read any of these Keller books, I suggest you check them out. If you find it a little for your
taste, I suggest you try the Bernie Rhodenbarr series. I've found both leading men clever and
interesting.  It's very easy to become engrossed in the stories.”

drieva owens, “Great. I liked it! Good read, I love the main characters! Easy to read, put down a
few days and pick back up!  Starting to be one of my favorite series!”

SeekerStill, “I'm So Glad I Finally Found This Series!. I may feel a little guilty for saying this, but I
LOVE this series! It's so unique, so entertaining, and so well done. If you haven't tried Block's
Keller series, you're missing out (as I was until I stumbled across Book 4 last month).”

Mr. A. Healy, “A good book. Tried this thriller as an experiment. Not my sort of thing but others
like it.”

Philip WEBSTER, “nice concept lots of stories making upa whole. Interesting read, nice concept
lots of stories making upa whole, great for those who need a read whilst traveling.”

tony parry, “Four Stars. Great writer and, while this is not his best, it's a good read.”

MICHAEL, “RECOMMENDED (4/5 STARS)!. Great read. A classic. Lawrence Block at its best.”

The book by Lawrence Block has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 276 people have provided feedback.
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